
NOVEMBER MONTH OF HOLY SOULS: 
 

(In The Parish of St Mary and St Augustine Webster Barton, North Lincs.) 
 

NOVEMBER MONTH OF HOLY SOULS: It is part of our faith, and Tradition, that we routinely pray for our deceased: every 
time Mass is celebrated, in The Divine Office of The Church, in our private prayers, and obviously at a funeral, or on a visit 
to a cemetery or a Crematorium. However November is termed "The Month of Holy Souls", and the church grants certain 
plenary indulgences during that month. 
 
Usually, in a Parish, during November, Masses are offered specifically for people on the "November Dead List". The number 
of Masses offered varies from priest to priest and Parish to Parish. In some, it may be one on a particular day every week, 
or one Novena of Masses (Nine masses.)  The pattern your P.P. is familiar with, and has practiced in every Parish, is that 
Mass is offered, where possible, every day for those on the List except when there is a funeral, or another specific intention 
requested. Essentially, "The November Dead List" is, in fact, all the individual lists submitted collated to form one 
List That is "your list" is part of the bigger list, and not a separate list. Which again, is why if you want a specific mass in 
November, for your deceased relatives, you need to ask now, because those names submitted as part of The November 
Dead List are part of one list and  that means your deceased relatives and friends are included in the multiple Masses 
offered, not just the one. (We remind you that to have specific Masses offered throughout the year, as well, is good practice.) 
 
Anyone who wants a specific intention, on a particular date, - say for an anniversary – should send in that request as soon 
as possible, as priority, otherwise, will be given to those on The N.D.L.. Every November Dead List Mass is for EVERY 
person on the List, and not specific individuals or families." (Your P.P. remembers that when he was a child, this mysterious 
list "The November Dead List" was published on a Cathedral Notice Board. Nobody explained to him that there were not 
many more fatalities in November!) In each Parish what happens with the List differs nowadays. However, as it is likely as 
the envelopes may contain confidential information they will not be put out publicly. As with all prayer it is not whether the 
intentions are publicly recorded, anywhere, but whether or not The Church prays! (Indeed the GDPR Laws require, in 
general, personal details of any kind should not "be published".) 
 
It is traditional to  include an offering with "The List" in the same envelope. As with Mass Offerings, people often include 
confidential information in the envelope, and so whether it is put in The Collection basket or posted through the 
door THE PRESBYTERY in BRIGG and  it will, be only opened by your P.P. For example, if a Mass Envelope says 
"Private Intention" on the front then frequently inside there is a note sharing with the priest what that intention is. Or it is not 
unknown, that a deceased person may be a child that other people may not  know had ever  been conceived/born, or a 
name of someone people don't want publicly shared (because it is a private family matter.) No person, or committee, can 
override GDPR or a confidential transaction. 
 

PARISH VISITS TO CEMETERIES The Visit from both Churches will be on Sunday 6th November: 
 

BARTON CEMETERY: immediately after the 9.00 a.m. Sunday Mass on 6th November. 
BRIGG CEMETERY: 3.00 pm Sunday 6th November. 

 

 
 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER A REQUEST FOR A SPECIFIC MASS FOR THE NAMED INDIVIDUAL(S) SHOULD BE REQUESTED IN THE NORMAL WAY, AS FOR ANY 
OTHER MASS INTENTION. THE INDIVIDUAL N.D.Lists submitted become part of the ONE list, and all listed will benefit from the N.D.L. Masses offered. 
Thank You. 



“Praying for the dead in November — How to gain a plenary indulgence”  with  an acknowledgement to the 

author  Father Mark Gurtner of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend 

What is an indulgence? 

When we are sorry for a sin, that sorrow means that we regret doing the sin, that we intend with God’s help to do the best 
we can not to do the sin again, and that we have the intention to make up for the sin. The intention to make up for sin means 
that we have to be willing to right the wrong that we did. For example, if we steal $500 from someone, then repent of it, we 
ask forgiveness from God and from the person from whom we stole, but that is not the end of it. If we are truly sorry, we 
must give the $500 back. 

Now, every sin is this way. With every sin, we hurt someone. Indeed, we hurt the whole body of Christ. So, our sorrow for 
sin must include an intention to make up for the wrong to the whole body of Christ that we have done. Jesus forgives us 
freely. That is why He died on the cross for us so that our sins could be forgiven, but, once forgiven, we are asked by God 
to make up for the wrong that we did. Therefore, we are called to live a life of penance. By our prayers, reception of the 
sacraments, sacrifices and so forth, we make up spiritually for the sins that we committed. Spurred on by God’s grace and 
dependent on God’s grace, good works mystically “repair” the body of Christ from the sins that we have done. 

However, our sins do great damage to individuals and to the body; more damage, maybe, than we could ever make up in 
this life. So, God in His great love and mercy has provided a way for the damage that we have done to be made up for. 
That is what an indulgence is. God “indulges” us: that is, He wipes clean even the damage that our sins have caused. 
Through an indulgence, God uses the infinite good offered Him by Jesus, Mary and the saints, and applies that good to us 
as a making up for our sins. What a beautiful sharing in the mystical body of Christ! 

Who determines how one gets an indulgence? 

By virtue of the power and authority that Christ gave to Peter and his successors, the pope is the one who determines by 
what good acts one can receive an indulgence. 

How does one get an indulgence? 

There are two kinds of indulgences: partial and plenary. Partial indulgences make up partially for the damage our sins have 
done. To get a partial indulgence one simply has to do the prescribed act with a sorrowful heart for their sins and with the 
intention to receive the indulgence. For example, a partial indulgence is attached to saying the act of contrition. 

Plenary indulgences make up fully for the damage that our sins have done. To get a plenary indulgence five conditions 
must be met. One must go to sacramental confession within 20 days of doing the good act necessary for the indulgence; 
one must receive holy Communion on the same day as that good act; one must offer prayers for the intention of the pope 
on the same day as that good act; one must do the act itself; and one must be completely free from all attachment to sin, 
even venial sin. If the last condition is not met (it is difficult for one to be completely free from all attachment to sin),  one 
does not receive the plenary indulgence, but a partial indulgence is still received. 

So, for example, a plenary indulgence is attached to a half-hour of adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. If one were to 
do this with the intention of receiving the indulgence on the same day as having received Communion and within 20 days 
of having gone to confession and having prayed for the pope’s intention, then one would receive a plenary indulgence if 
one is completely detached from all sin. 

A plenary indulgence for the dead can be gained from Nov. 1-8 by devoutly visiting a cemetery and praying for the dead 
in some manner and fulfilling the other conditions mentioned above. 

For whom can I offer the indulgence? 

One can receive an indulgence either for oneself or for the dead in purgatory. If one receives a plenary indulgence for 
one’s self, all sin is made up for up to that point. If one receives a plenary indulgence for the dead, the person going 
through the process of purification in purgatory would then go to heaven. Partial indulgences can be applied the same 
way. 

How often can I receive an indulgence? 

A person may receive a plenary indulgence once a day. There is no limit to the number of partial indulgences that may be 
received. 

 


