
 
 

 
Thursday 8th September 2022 

The Birthday of The Blessed Virgin Mary 
And of 

The new parish of St Mary and St Augustine, North Lincolnshire. 
Holy Mass 7.00 pm in Brigg, and a Social with a Buffet afterwards. 

 
 
Dear Fellow Parishioners, 
 
It important to state a Parish is not administrative unit, and its church (es) are not Branch Offices. Our 
families are rightly spoken of as “The Domestic Church”, and it is within the family the faith is passed 
on from one generation to the next.i The Parish is a microcosm of the Church, and it too is a “little 
church, or another form of “The Domestic Church”.ii It is largely defined geographically, and people live 
in a Parish, and, as such, not commute to itiii. It is to be a place of welcome and sanctuary.iv It is to be 
a place of renewal, and the centre of missionary activity in a given place.v 
 
Our celebration on The Birthday of The Blessed Virgin Mary, and the birth of a new Parish of St Mary 
and St Augustine Webster, on Thursday 8th September is arguably of the same significance as the 
building of a new Church, and establishing a Parish in a new area, or a new Diocese. It is not about an 
administrative change, but a new beginning, a fresh start, the creation of a new Community. The pains 
of the past are to be forgiven, and forgotten, and we are to build afresh, and begin again. United in one 
Faith and One Mission as part of The One, Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. In a letter appointing 
me as The Parish Priest of the new Parish our Bishop has invited all of us to engage in Mission, and 
establish a Committee for Mission. The task we face is as old as The Church itself. It is its meaning and 
purpose: The Praise of God, and the sanctification of humanity. 
 
Throughout history, and in particular the history of The Church, there have been difficulties, and 
disagreements, and at times people have lost sight of essential truths. As part of our continuing journey, 
and perhaps part of any healing process that needs to take place, I invite you to read in particular The 
Acts of The Apostles, and The Letters of St Paul. They echo the teachings of Jesus, and speak of the 
many difficulties faced from within, and without, in The Early Church. 
 
However, what is true of us as individuals, reborn through water and The Holy Spirit, is also a reminder 
that the Church needs to renew herself through Word and Sacrament, and the living out of The Gospel. 
“Wherefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature: the old things are passed away; behold, they 
are become new.”vi, and a useful reminder is that we should claim true allegiance to Christ and not 
individual Church members, or Leaders.vii Further, we should remember what Jesus taught:” Then 
Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother who sins against me? 
Up to seven times?”  Jesus answered, ‘“I tell you, not just seven times, but seventy-seven times!” 
viii “So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift there before the altar. First go and  be 
reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.” ix We must work on the basis that if this new 
creation is the work of God, we must not impede it but seek to make it grow. “For if their purpose or 
activity is of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you 
will only find yourselves fighting against God.”x 
 
All who live within our new Parish are invited to recommit to the life and worship in the Parish, and let 
us together seek to write a new Chapter in the history of The Church in our Diocese. Let us seek to 
rebuild and renew relationship, and work to become a visible presence, and sign, of Jesus Christ at 
work in the place where we live. The Parable of the Sower has relevance here, we have been planted 
by God to serve him in the place we live. Let us seek to make our Parish fertile ground in which the 
seed of the Word of God can grow and flourish. “Since its inception, the Parish is envisioned as a 
response to a precise pastoral need, namely that of bringing the Gospel to the People through the 
proclamation of the faith and the celebration of the Sacraments. The etymology of the word makes clear 
the meaning of the institution: the Parish is a house among houses and is a response to the logic of the 
Incarnation of Jesus Christ, alive and active among the community. It is visibly characterised then, as 
a place of worship, a sign of the permanent presence of the Risen Lord in the midst of his People.”xi 
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I appreciate many people are away, having been limited in terms of travel, during covid but I hope you 
will all make attendance at Holy Mass on this auspicious occasion a priority, and sign up as attendees 
to help us provide accurate numbers for the caterers. 
 
PLEASE CONSIDER OFFERING TRANSPORTTO THOSE WHO WOULD OTHERWISE FEEL 
UNABLE, OR UNWILLING, TO ATTEND IN AN EVENING. THANK YOU. 
 
Please pray for me as I do you, and let us seek to rebuild and move forward together. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Fr Michael 

 
(This is not presented as a scholarly work. The endnotes are to restrict the text of the letter itself!) 
 

i The phrase “domestic church” has been used to describe families since the beginning of Christianity. 
In his Letter to Families, Pope St. John Paul II explained, “The Fathers of the Church, in the Christian 
tradition, have spoken of the family as a ‘domestic church,’ a ‘little church.’” 
 
ii “It is a microcosm of the universal church with all types of views of what being church is and should 
be about.” Article in US Catholic, paraphrasing the teaching of The Church, including recent Popes. 
 
iii Pope Francis recalled that “the parish is the presence of the Church in a given territory, an environment 
for hearing God’s word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, proclamation, charitable outreach, 
worship and celebration”, and affirmed that it is “a community of communities” 
 
“The Parish is a community gathered together by the Holy Spirit to announce the Word of God and bring 
new children of God to birth in the baptismal font. Assembled by the pastor, the Parish celebrates the 
memorial of the passion, death and resurrection of the Lord, bearing witness to faith in charity, living in 
a permanent state of mission, whilst ensuring that no one is excluded from the salvific, life-giving 
message. Pope Francis expressed it thus: ‘The parish is not an outdated institution; precisely because 
it possesses great flexibility, it can assume quite different contours depending on the openness and 
missionary creativity of the pastor and the community.’” 
 
"The pastoral conversion of the Parish community in the service of the evangelising mission of the 
Church" 29 
 
 
iv A ‘sanctuary’ open to all, the Parish, called to reach out to everyone, without exception, should 
remember that the poor and excluded must always have a privileged place in the heart of the Church. 
As Pope Benedict XVI affirmed: “The Gospel is addressed in a special way to the poor” ibid 32 
 
 
v ” Over and above places and reasons for membership, the Parish community is the human context 
wherein the evangelising work of the Church is carried out, where Sacraments are celebrated and 
where charity is exercised, all with missionary zeal, which, apart from being an intrinsic part of pastoral 
action, is a litmus test of its authenticity. In this present age, marked at times by marginalisation and 
solitude, the Parish community is called to be a living sign of the proximity of Christ through fraternal 
bonds, ever attentive to new forms of poverty.” Ibid 19 
 
vi 2 Corinthians 5:17 
vii 1Corinthian s 3: 1- 8 
 
viii Matthew 18:22 
 
ix Matthew 5: 23-24 
x Acts 5:39-39 
xi Ibid 7 “The Pastoral Coversion…” 

                                                      


