
 

A reading from a 6th-century African author 

The Church in its unity speaks in the language of every nation 

The disciples spoke in the language of every nation. At Pentecost God chose this means to 

indicate the presence of the Holy Spirit: whoever had received the Spirit spoke in every kind 

of tongue. We must realise, dear brothers, that this is the same Holy Spirit by whom love is 

poured out in our hearts. It was love that was to bring the Church of God together all over the 

world. And as individual men who received the Holy Spirit, speaks in the language of every 

people. 

Therefore if somebody should say to one of us, “You have received the Holy Spirit, why do 

you not speak in tongues?” his reply should be, “I do indeed speak in the tongues of all men, 

because I belong to the body of Christ, that is, the Church, and she speaks all languages. What 

else did the presence of the Holy Spirit indicate at Pentecost, except that God’s Church was to 

speak in the language of every people?” 

This way is the way in which the Lord’s promise was fulfilled: No one puts new wine into 

old wineskins. New wine is put into fresh skins, and so both are preserved. So when the 

disciples were heard speaking in all kinds of languages, some people were not far wrong in 

saying: They have been drinking too much new wine. The truth is that the disciples had now 

become fresh wineskins, renewed and made holy by grace. The new wine of the Holy Spirit 

filled them, so that their fervour brimmed over and they spoke in manifold tongues. By this 

spectacular miracle they became a sign of the Catholic Church, which embraces the language 

of every nation. 

Keep this feast, then, as members of the one body of Christ. It will be no empty festival 

for you if you really become what you are celebrating. For you are the members of that 

Church which the Lord acknowledges as his own, being himself acknowledged by her, 

that same Church which he fills with the Holy Spirit as she spreads throughout the world. 

He is like a bridegroom who never loses sight of his own bride; no one could ever deceive 

him by substituting some other woman. 

To you men of all nations, then who make up the Church of Christ, you the members 

of Christ, you, the body of Christ, you, the bride of Christ – to all of you the Apostle 

addresses these words: Bear with one another in love; do all you can to preserve the unity 

of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Notice that when Paul urges us to bear with one another, 

he bases his argument on love, and when he speaks of our hope of unity, he emphasises 

the bond of peace. This Church is the house of God. It is his delight to dwell here. Take 

care, then, that he never has the sorrow of seeing it undermined by schism and collapsing 

in ruins. 
 
 
 
 

Some issues in the Background of our Discussion: 
 

 
Some background to the fostering of devotion to Augustine Webster in North Lincolnshire. 
 
The Primary School in Scunthorpe   began in 1967 as The Blessed  Augustine School but it 
was formally  changed to St A W  School three years later after his canonisation in 1970. 
 
When did The Melwood  Pilgrimage begin? 



"The Pilgrimage was started by Fr. Jack Newsham in 1981. In honour of St Agustine Webster. 
The pilgrimage normally takes place in the first week of  May." page 247 of "The Good News 
of  " by Canon Tony Dolan. 
 
We believe Fr Newsham was a P.P. in Scunthorpe at the time. 
 
We understand the suggestion St Augustine of Canterbury Church become The St 
Augustine Webster Church  was made, as it was being built in the late 1980's,, 
possibly at the suggestion of the then Bishop. (James MCGuinness, but with the 
encouragement of people within our Deanery, but not in either of either of our 
Parishes.) 
 
It should be remembered that it is the Church building that is dedicated to St 
Augustine Webster, and that will not alter. The Parish, generally, takes the name of 
its Church, and, as such, is NOT dedicated to its Patron. Some Parishes have long 
had two Churches, but the Chapel of Ease is not in The Title of The Parish. For 
example, the then Saint Peters in The Parish of Pius X in Grimsby. 
 
Both of our Churches will be Parish Churches, but each with their own patron. The 
BVM always takes precedence in any list of Saints. 
 
However, the roots of the growth in devotion to this Martyr and Saint had a formal 
beginning, and still continues, in Scunthorpe and in Melwood near the site of his 
Monastery. It was the Monastery of The Visitation of The Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 
 It seems apt that the two names be coupled together, recognise the singular role of 
the B.V.M. in the mystery of The Incarnation, and her preeminent role in the History 
of Salvation, and as The Mother of The Universal Church. 
 
To quote a couple of earlier emails: 
 
"Can I share the advice of a Canon Lawyer, who is a senior to the Bishop, and an 
expert in a number of issues. The advice is "For information where there have been 
amalgamations already (Grimsby and East Nottingham) the parish has been given an entirely new 
liturgical name (Most Holy Trinity, and Holy Family) with the individual churches retaining their 
saintly designations.  Those are both clusters of three parishes, rather than two, and so with (only) 
two it could be possible to keep the double designation of the church’s patron saints.  But all of that 
is for discussion and conversation, and nothing has been finally determined yet." 

  
and 

  
"And yes, I think Our Lady takes precedence amongst the saints!" 

  
The overwhelming opinion in both Parishes is that we do NOT want a totally different 
name for our new parish. And that to conjoin the two names makes absolute sense. 
We should, and will, follow the theological underpinning of such things, Tradition, 
Precedent and the known Universal practice: as we are NOT looking for a new generic 
name, we will conjoin the two names as would be the norm: The Parish St Mary's and 
St Augustine Webster. Each Church, as now, has an external board giving the name 
of The Church. That name will survive even if one of our two Churches closes. It will 



be immortalised. Further it is the parish Church, rather than the Parish per se,  and 
both will continue to be, that is dedicated to their patron. In other words, nothing will 
change except to implement common practice in deciding this matter. The B.V.M is 
universally honoured, and St Augustine Webster enjoys a national feast in England 
and Wales, and there is a  School, with him as their patron in our Deanery, and an 
annual pilgrimage takes place at Melwood, in our Deanery,  every year. His Monastery 
in Axholme was called “The House of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.” The Melwood 
Pilgrimage predates the suggestion, made by someone outside the area, to rededicate the parish 
of St Augustine of Canterbury, to that of  “Augustine Webster” in 1988. He was not particularly 
honoured in either of our Parishes until then, He is a saint of The Church, and is honoured 
nationally, and will, as stated earlier, be immortalised in the name of the new parish. The renaming 
did not come about following a campaign or request from within the Parish." 
 

 
"The role of The BVM should inspire us. In the Catechism of The Catholic Church we 
read: '967 By her complete adherence to the Father's will, to his Son's redemptive work, 

and to every prompting of the Holy Spirit, the Virgin Mary is the Church's model of faith 

and charity. Thus she is a "preeminent and . . . wholly unique member of the Church"; 

indeed, she is the "exemplary realization" (typus)510 of the Church.' 
 
We might note: in St Mary's Derby, a Pugin Church, the statue of Our Lady is in a side 

Chapel dedicated to her, as it is St Mary's, Brigg.  In our Cathedral the statue of Mary, in 

my lifetime, has been at the Entrance to the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, with St Joseph, 

and St Therese of Lisieux,  enjoying greater prominence, and then it was put at the back 

of The Cathedral in the area that was formerly The Baptistery, and now it is behind the 

Main Altar at the rear of the Cathedral. Thus it has been to the side, or at the back of the 

Church, if The Sanctuary is the front, and now "hidden" behind the Main Altar/Sanctuary. 
 
Mary is pre-eminent amongst the saints, but her Shrine, even in Churches dedicated to 

her, may be in a side Chapel, and therefore not in full view as you look to the Sanctuary, 

or in the case of our Cathedral at the rear of the Main and "hidden" from the majority of 

people who visit The Cathedral for any purpose. Indeed images of any Saint should not 

move our focus from The Altar,  - The  Table of Sacrifice - and The Table of The Word. 

One reason why the Church says The Tabernacle can be in a suitable side Chapel, is that 

the place of Sacrifice must be a point of focus at Mass." 
 


