
SINCERE SYMPATHIES  to the family and friends of Teresa McLaren. We pray she,
and all who have died,  will  see Jesus in his glory soon. We also assure those who
mourn of our prayers and support. Her mortal remains will be received into Church at
6.00 p.m. on Wednesday.The Funeral Mass is on Thursday 16th at 11.00 am in Barton,
followed by cremation.

Cycle of Prayer: during Advent and Christmas Time we pray for these intentions: 
Openness to the Word of God; Migrants and Refugees; Expectant Mothers.

FACEBOOK OR WHATTSAPP: If either Parish sets up a new Facebook page or WhatsApp group we will an-
nounce it publicly. Only ones we advertise are recognised and endorsed by their respective parishes:   

http://www.facebook.com/stmarysbrigg
http://www.facebook.com /staugustinewebsterbarton

Our public groups on WhatsApp are:
ST MARY’S PARISH BRIGG

LUMEN CHRISTI @ BARTON

BARTON AND BRIGG PARISHES FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME: . The Regis-
tration Forms need to be returned to the Presbytery (in Brigg) by Sunday 12  th   December  ..

Synod Online form – For those unable to join our parish meetings you can submit your re-
sponses to the parish questions online by visiting www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/synod2023 and
clicking on ‘HAVE YOUR SAY’. The information submitted will feed into our own parish reflec-
tions. This form can also be used by those on the margins of the Church or who are not a
Catholic. We are being invited to ask those furthest away from our community to be involved so
I encourage you to share this with friends and family. Scan the QR code to go directly to the
form. 

THE DIOCESAN QUESTIONAIRE

Thank You, Birthday surprises: until early on Saturday morning when Fr Michael read
an email, at work, offering him a discount voucher for a flight as a present for his birth-
day, he had genuinely forgotten it was his birthday. Thank You to those parishioners
who remembered and have sent, and given him, cards and gifts. Your kindness to him is
much appreciated.

JESUS CHRIST INVITES US, AND WELCOMES EACH OF US TO MASS, AND HE IS
THE HOST IN MORE THAN ONE SENSE. We all have a duty to welcome others, in his
name, we cannot delegate it to doorkeepers, vergers, stewards or misnamed “Greeters”,
or “Welcomers” Our former stewards, now vergers, are the first face people meet, and
they do so warmly, but Christ remains The Host, and ALL The Baptised have a ministry
of welcome. However, before and after Mass, in The Church itself, as compared to the
Narthex or Hall,  or Parish Room, silent preparation for Mass, and thanksgiving after
Mass is our Christian priority and duty. (We need more Vergers. Help carry the burden,
please!)

St. Augustine Webster, Barton & Saint Mary’s, Brigg 
The Third  Sunday of Advent  ( C ) Psalter Wk 3

DAY DATE TIME ORDO INTENTION
Sunday
Masses

First of 
Sun12th 
Dec

BRIGG
BARTON
BRIGG

Saturday
6.00 pm
9.00 am
11.00am

.

The Third
Sunday of 

Advent.

.
Teresa Reid R.I.P.
People of The Parish
Ints The Norton Family

Monday 13th Dec St Lucy (Memorial)       

Tuesday 14th Dec Zoom St John of the Cross (Me-
morial).

Ints ZS

Wednesday 15th Dec

BARTON 6.00 pm
The Immaculate Concep-
tion of The B.V.M. Patron
Saint of Our Diocese, 
Solemnity. 

Vigil and Reception of
Teresa McLaren R.I.P.

Thursday 16th Dec BARTON 11.00 am Funeral Mass:Teresa
McLaren R.I.P.

Friday 17h  Dec    
Saturday 18th Dec  

Sunday
Masses

First of 
Sun 
19th Dec

BRIGG

BARTON
BRIGG

Saturday
6.00 pm
9.00 am
11.00am

The Fourth Sunday of
Advent 

 
People of The Parish
Ints of  Vickerton Fam-
ily

PRIVATE PRAYER: Thurs 10.0 –11.00 am. (Brigg) Friday 12 Noon–100 pm. (Barton)

Parish Priest: FATHER MICHAEL GILLIGAN 01652 652221     07704058187
 (Please leave voicemails on the landline only.)      Email: stmarysbrigg@gmail.com

St. Mary’s: 12 Barnard Ave, Brigg, North Lincs. DN20 8AS
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysbrigg

St. Augustine Webster: Whitecross Street, Barton on Humber, DN18 5DF
Facebook.com staugustinewebsterbarton

Joint Parish Website www.bartonandbriggcatholicchurches.org
Bank Details: BRIGG RC PARISH/ST. MARY’S or ST AUGUSTINE WEBSTER RCP

For Donations go to our Joint Parish Website, or the Diocesan Web Site:
 www.  http://dioceseofnottingham.uk/  

Where a one off donation or standing order can be set up.
NRCDT A Registered Charity no 1134449 Registered Company no 715164

THE BULLETIN IS EASILY AND READILY AVAILABLE, FOR DOWNLOADING FROM OUR JOINT
PARISH WEBSITE: 

   www.bartonandbriggatholicchchurches.org  
 and our OFFICIAL Parish Facebook pages:         

http://www.facebook.com/stmarysbrigg
http://www.facebook.com /staugustinewebsterbarton

Please try the alternative sources if an issue arises with one of them. Thank You.

THIS WEEK, and beyond:  The school, based on advice they  received,  have cancelled the
planned  Mass on Monday, and your P.P. is now required to attend an appointment elsewhere
that morning. However, he planned to take a few days off from public duties, with the, now.  Ex-
ception of the zoomed Mass of the funeral. The following week he is required to remain at work
much later in the evening some nights. On Christmas Day, and Sunday 26 th he has to go into
work in the afternoon. He is grateful that the majority of people understand the demands of his
outside role,  and offer warm, extensive,  public support  and not less than muted criticism not
based on reality. Thank You.

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stmarysbrigg
http://www.bartonandbriggatholicchchurches.org/
http://www.http://dioceseofnottingham.uk/
http://www.http://dioceseofnottingham.uk/
http://www.bartonandbriggcatholicchurches.org/
http://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/synod2023
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stmarysbrigg


CHURCH ATTENDANCE SINCE MARCH 2020:  At a national level there is evidence that the
number of people who have returned to worship in their own Parishes since the Churches re-
opened for worship is, in most places, within the range of 40 to 70% from pre-covid levels. That is
between 30 to 60 % of former active worshipers have not returned.  

We say to one and all, especially during this season in preparation for The Celebration
of The birth of Jesus: come home for Christmas, and join us in preparing to welcome
The Lord.  We offer a safe environment and a warm welcome to everyone, but it is Je-
sus who invites you to be his guest. Please come home.

It is important that those who attribute blame for this sad situation to particular people, or
see it as a difficulty in their Parish alone, should know that they do so very unjustly and
unwisely. Look at the figures on the national pattern please folks. Anecdotal evidence on
our two Parishes alone suggest that winter weather, dark nights, Storm Arwen and her
distant relative Omricon have not helped this year.

SOME POSITIVES, AND SIGNS OF HOPE: Although, a time of sadness, and hope and
trust, for the individual person, and their families, people have had end of life sacramen-
tal care in their homes. The Sick and Housebound, who wish, are again receiving Holy
Communion at home. Confessions have been available, on request, for many months in
both Parishes. (The redesign of the Sacristy in Brigg will make confessions at published
times more realistic soon.) We removed most of the signage, and as guided by the Dio-
cese loosened restrictions, and no longer have booking for Mass. Mass attendance is
growing, but it fluctuates from week to week. After a long delay First Holy Communi-
cants made their First Holy Communion. A joint Parish Baptism Preparation Course was
held in Barton. Refreshments have been served a few times in Barton. (The most recent
time was on Friday 10th December).  Barton also hosted the first, and only, truly ecu-
menical Service in our two Parishes since covid began. The Hall in Brigg is now open
for use. The majority of people are looking forward to “The Day Chapel”, in Brigg, which
can also serve as a meeting room, which frees up the Hall for other uses. There have
been a number of, deliberately low key due to covid, house Masses.

Sadly, people who have themselves looked for, or even suggested,  certain, highly commendable,
initiatives  be implemented will  only work on them if  they have a total free hand. Attempts to
reestablish a Youth Group floundered. A plan to establish new Parish Pastoral Council, with elec-
tions, received no response. A Consultation on a Patronal Feast for St Mary’s received little re-
sponse. A request to create new Parish Registers, by means of a survey, received 4 responses
(at important undertaking if we are to rebuild). Likewise, we had one response to the suggestion of
setting up a Parish outreach, visiting group.

It is often said, if you want something doing ask a busy person. Alas some people, due
to their extreme generosity, are indeed sometimes too busy, but full of heart and com-
mitment.  (We thank them for that  generosity,  and willingness.  )  Hence,  have asked
since July for volunteers to prepare to reopen the Hall in Brigg it didn’t happen until early
December. No one has volunteered, as requested, to serve Tea and Coffee after Sun-
day. Mass in Brigg. 

Let us move forward in confidence, working together, speaking truthfully and not falsely
attributing  blame for situations that develop, and inform ourselves of facts before we
speak about those same matters, but be hope filled and loving.

CHRISTMAS MASSES, advance notice: Firstly, to meet the deadline for The Bartonian, a free
newspaper, the Masses for Christmas Day were submitted, as they were celebrated last year:
Christmas Eve,  Friday 24th:  the first  of  Christmas 6.30 p.m.  Barton,  and 8.30 p.m.  (Brigg)
Christmas Day (Saturday 25th): 9.00 a.m. Barton, and 11.00 a.m. Brigg. The pattern for future
years will be decided at a later date.

WE NEED AN ORGANIST FOR BOTH OF OUR PARISHES, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. Please
email the joint Parish Office, if you can help. stmarysbrigg@gmail.com 

PARISH FINANCE: The new envelopes for Brigg begin in January. If you wish to join
The Planned Giving Scheme please ask for a  box of the Planned Giving Envelopes, or
sign a Standing Order Form, and, if a Taxpayer, a Gift Aid Form (and then the Parish an
extra 25p for every pound donated. 
If you already are giving, in either Parish. and can afford to, please increase your offer-
ing asap.

Sponsorship For the 10K Brigg Run: Please hand it as soon as possible.
The Brigg Tombola: please support it.
Thanks to you, and Nagham and Jean for the work undertaken.

THE PROVISION OF PRIESTS IN BARTON:  it has been very frequently said that Barton was
“left without a priest for years”. Since the last resident priest retired in September 2001 there has
only ever been a period of weeks (usually less than a month) without the Parish being entrusted to
a non-resident Diocesan priest. Such a gap, of  weeks, between priests is not unusual in any
Parish. The Parish register show all such priests, whether designated as a P.P. or not, conducted
Marriages, Baptisms, and Funerals. During one long period a retired priest from the Middlesbor-
ough priest “supplied”, but at all time Pastoral oversight was undertaken by a Diocesan priest.
(The Parish of The Holy Family in Derby has been without a resident priest since about 1990.)
And Parish Amalgamation? As the issue was publicly mentioned by Parishioners in one of the
two Parishes it seems sensible to explore, in writing,  some of the thinking behind such moves, as
has been expounded elsewhere. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL:  It is not intended that the intentions spoken by the
reader include named people who are not close family members of Parishioners, or are
not active Parishioners,  in the suggested intention read out. The prayers for such inten-
tions are said in the silence. People can, of course, ask for Mass to be offered specifi -
cally for a deceased person, for example, with no such direct connection.

LITURGICAL CALENDARS are based on the Universal One, and may have regional, national.
Diocesan, or be specific to religious orders, and the later ones will include variations on the Uni-
versal and National one. For example, St Margaret Clitherow is one of The Forty Martyrs of Eng-
land and Wales (May 4th) but her National, and Diocesan Feastday, is on August 30 th each year.
Like St Augustine Webster is celebrate don December 10th in our Diocese.

COVID AND THE OMICRON VARIANT: contract tracing, hand sanitizing, and the wear-
ing of Face Coverings is required in all Churches, in part by law, but also as requested
by our Bishops. Please see our website or Facebook pages.

CONGRATULATIONS AND WELCOME to  Emily, Jennifer, Chloe and Mark who were
baptised on Sunday afternoon, November 28th. Please pray for them and their families.
May they,  and  all  the baptized,  live  and work  with  Jesus,  and worship  with  him in
Church. 

mailto:stmarysbrigg@gmail.com

