
SINCERE SYMPATHIES to the family and friends of Teresa McLaren. We pray she,
and all who have died,  will see Jesus in his glory soon. We also assure those who
mourn of our prayers and support. The Funeral Mass is on Thursday 16 th at 11.00
am in Barton.

FACEBOOK OR WHATTSAPP: If either Parish sets up a new Facebook page or WhatsApp
group we will announce it publicly. Only ones we advertise are recognised and endorsed by

their respective parishes:   
http://www.facebook.com/stmarysbrigg

http://www.facebook.com /staugustinewebsterbarton
Our public groups on WhatsApp are:

ST MARY’S PARISH BRIGG
LUMEN CHRISTI @ BARTON

BARTON  AND  BRIGG  PARISHES  FIRST  HOLY  COMMUNION  PROGRAMME:  Parents/
Guardians, of children currently in year 3, or above, at school, are advised to apply for them to
join the 2020/21 programme if they wish them to do so. The Registration Forms are available
only at Church, and can be collected when people attend Sunday Mass. They need to be re-
turned to the Presbytery (in Brigg) by Sunday 12  th   December  . So as to build on the knowledge,
practice, and experience of the child, it is vitally important they are attending a Sunday Mass
each, and every week, from now on. Preparation for Holy Communion is a faith experience to
be lived out alongside the worshipping Community. If parents/guardians cannot facilitate atten-
dance it may be they, rightly, choose to delay the reception of Holy Communion until such time
they can do that. However, the journey they are invited to continue on began when their par -
ents/guardians brought them to be baptized, and promised to raise them in The Catholic Faith.
We look forward to their presence, and to walking with them on the journey.

Synod Online form – For those unable to join our parish meetings you can submit
your  responses  to  the  parish  questions  online  by  visiting www.dioceseofnotting-
ham.uk/synod2023 and clicking on ‘HAVE YOUR SAY’. The information submitted will
feed into our own parish reflections. This form can also be used by those on the mar-
gins of the Church or who are not a Catholic. We are being invited to ask those fur-
thest away from our community to be involved so I encourage you to share this with
friends and family. Scan the QR code to go directly to the form.

THE DIOCESAN QUESTIONAIRE

The Solemnity of St Augustine Webster: as St Augustine Webster is the patron saint
of the Parish of Barton Upon Humber his feast day is a solemnity there .In our Diocese
this, as it has been for decades, is celebrated on Friday December 10th, and we will
have Mass in Barton at 6.00 p.m. The Calendar of Saints, as has been noted previously,
is drawn up universally, with national, regional and Diocesan adaptations, and even as
applied to religious orders and congregations. All such matters are approved by Rome.
It is not down to individual clergy or parishes.

St. Augustine Webster, Barton & Saint Mary’s, Brigg 
The Second Sunday of Advent  ( C ) Psalter Wk 2

DAY DATE TIME ORDO INTENTION
Sunday
Masses

First of Sun
5th 

December
BRIGG

BARTON
BRIGG

Saturday
6.00 pm
9.00 am
11.00am

.

The Second 
Sunday of 

Advent.
 Ints Jean McFarlane
People of the Parish
Francis Patrick Kelly R.I.P.

Monday 6th Dec BRIGG 8.15 a.m.       

Tuesday 7th Dec St  Ambrose,  Me-
morial.

Wednesday 8th Dec The Immaculate 
Conception of The 
B.V.M. Patron Saint
of Our Diocese, 
Solemnity. 

Thursday 9th Dec ZOOM 7.00 pm Ints ZS
Friday 10th  Dec BARTON 6.00 p.m. St  Augustine  Web-

ster,  priests  and
companions,  Mar-
tyrs  of  Lincolnshire
(Solemnity  in  Bar-
ton.)

   

Saturday 11th Dec  

Sunday
Masses

First of Sun
12th

December

BRIGG

BARTON
BRIGG

Saturday
6.00 pm

9.00 am
11.00am

The Third  Sun-
day of Advent 

 
Ints Janet Batson

People of The Parish
Ints The Norton Family

PRIVATE PRAYER: Thurs 10.0 –11.00 am. (Brigg) Friday 12 Noon–100 pm. (Barton)

Parish Priest: FATHER MICHAEL GILLIGAN 01652 652221     07704058187
 (Please leave voicemails on the landline only.)      Email: stmarysbrigg@gmail.com

St. Mary’s: 12 Barnard Ave, Brigg, North Lincs. DN20 8AS
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysbrigg

St. Augustine Webster: Whitecross Street, Barton on Humber, DN18 5DF
Facebook.com staugustinewebsterbarton

Joint Parish Website www.bartonandbriggcatholicchurches.org
Bank Details: BRIGG RC PARISH/ST. MARY’S or ST AUGUSTINE WEBSTER RCP

For Donations go to our Joint Parish Website, or the Diocesan Web Site:
 www.  http://dioceseofnottingham.uk/  

Where a one off donation or standing order can be set up.
NRCDT A Registered Charity no 1134449 Registered Company no 715164

THE BULLETIN IS EASILY AND READILY AVAILABLE, FOR DOWNLOADING FROM OUR
JOINT PARISH WEBSITE: 

   www.bartonandbriggatholicchchurches.org  
 and our OFFICIAL Parish Facebook pages:         

http://www.facebook.com/stmarysbrigg
http://www.facebook.com /staugustinewebsterbarton

Please try the alternative sources if an issue arises with one of them. Thank You.

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stmarysbrigg
http://www.bartonandbriggatholicchchurches.org/
http://www.http://dioceseofnottingham.uk/
http://www.http://dioceseofnottingham.uk/
http://www.bartonandbriggcatholicchurches.org/
http://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/synod2023
http://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/synod2023
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stmarysbrigg


The Solemnity of St Augustine Webster: as St Augustine Webster is the patron saint
of the Parish of Barton Upon Humber his feast day is a solemnity there .In our Diocese
this, as it has been for decades, is celebrated on Friday December 10th, and we will
have Mass in Barton at 6.00 p.m. The Calendar of Saints, as has been noted previously,
is drawn up universally, with national, regional and Diocesan adaptations, and even as
applied to religious orders and congregations. All such matters are approved by Rome.
It is not down to individual clergy or parishes.

CHURCH ATTENDANCE SINCE MARCH 2020:  At a national level there is evidence that the
number of people who have returned to worship in their own Parishes since the Churches re-
opened for worship is, in most places, within the range of 40 to 70% from pre-covid levels. That is
between 30 to 60 % of former active worshipers have not returned. 

We say to one and all, especially during this season in preparation for The Celebration
of The birth of Jesus: come home for Christmas, and join us in preparing to welcome
The Lord.  We offer a safe environment and a warm welcome to everyone, but it is Je-
sus who invites you to be his guest. Please come home.

It is important that those who attribute blame for this sad situation that they do so verily
unjustly and unwisely. Anecdotal evidence on our two Parishes alone suggest that win-
ter weather, dark nights, Storm Arwen and her distant relative Omricon have not helped
this year.

CHRISTMAS MASSES, advance notice:  Firstly, to meet the deadline for The Barto-
nian, a free newspaper, the Masses for Christmas Day were submitted, as they were
celebrated last year: Christmas Eve, Friday 24th: the first of Christmas 6.30 p.m. Bar-
ton,  and 8.30 p.m.  (Brigg)  Christmas Day (Saturday 25th): 9.00 a.m.  Barton,  and
11.00 a.m. Brigg. The pattern for future years will be decided at a later date.

MASS ON MONDAY  13th December  at  9.00  a.m.  in  St  Mary’s  Primary  School.
Parishioners are welcome.

WE NEED AN ORGANIST FOR BOTH OF OUR PARISHES, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. Please
email the joint Parish Office, if you can help. stmarysbrigg@gmail.com Ben Thomas has resigned
as our organist at St Mary’s, as he seeks to move forward having been ill recently. He has ex -
pressed his gratitude for our welcome, and the joy he shared assisting in our worship. We are
grateful for that contribution.

The Parish Hall in Brigg:  is now available for Parish use, and for private hiring.

PARISH FINANCE: The new envelopes for Brigg begin in January. If you wish to join
The Planned Giving Scheme please ask for a  box of the Planned Giving Envelopes, or
sign a Standing Order Form, and, if a Taxpayer, a Gift Aid Form (and then the Parish an
extra 25p for every pound donated. 
If you already are giving, in either Parish. and can afford to, please increase your offer-
ing asap.

Sponsorship For the 10K Brigg Run: Please hand it as soon as possible.
The Brigg Tombola: please support it.
Thanks to you, and Nagham and Jean for the work undertaken.

THE PROVISION OF PRIESTS IN BARTON: it has been very frequently said that Bar-
ton was “left without a priest for years”. Since the last resident priest retired in Septem-
ber 2001 there has only ever been a period of weeks (usually less than a month) without
the Parish being entrusted to a non-resident Diocesan priest. Such a gap, of weeks, be-
tween priests is not unusual in any Parish. The Parish register show all such priests,
whether designated as a P.P. or not,  conducted Marriages, Baptisms, and Funerals.
During one long period a retired priest from the Middlesborough priest “supplied”, but at
all time Pastoral oversight was undertaken by a Diocesan priest. (The Parish of The
Holy Family in Derby has been without a resident priest since about 1990.)

And  Parish Amalgamation?  At a recent Synod meeting in Barton (on Nov 23rd) your
P.P.  was asked if  there was a plan afoot  to  amalgamate Barton and Brigg as one
Parish. He informed the meeting that he is not aware of any such discussion taking
place about our two Parishes anywhere within the Diocese. However such a discussion
is taking place about other  Parishes throughout the Diocese. Nearly five years ago the
Parish of The Holy Trinity was formed from the parishes of St Pius X and St Mary’s, Im-
mingham and Cleethorpes.  On Wednesday 8th December three Parishes in Notting-
hamshire will  become The Parish of The Holy Family. In Leicestershire two parishes
have begun the Canonical process which may result in their amalgamation.

(Ironically the only person who seriously raised it as a distinct possibility, with Fr Michael, is a well-
known friend of The Parish, and that was before Fr Michael had even moved into the Parish!)

Any such move anywhere can only come to completion when a consultation process
has been undertaken. (With the exception of St Pius X Church, all other such “former
Parish” Churches have remained open and retained their current title.)  As the issue was
publicly mentioned by Parishioners in one of the two Parishes it seems sensible to ex-
plore, in writing,  some of the thinking behind such moves, as has been expounded else-
where. 

It can also be said that many priests, throughout the world most probably, have had to cancel or
postpone planned holidays, often where the plan was to be with family or friends, because they
could not get cover for a Sunday. It is a struggle that every Parish and priest face, often annually!
(To be continued).

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE, 3: 1 – 6 In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Cae-
sar’s reign, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judaea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his
brother Philip tetrarch of the lands of Ituraea and Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch of Abi-
lene, during the pontificate of Annas and Caiaphas the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went through the whole Jordan district proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the say-
ings of the prophet Isaiah: A voice cries in the wilderness:
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley will be filled in,
every mountain and hill be laid low,
winding ways will be straightened
and rough roads made smooth.
And all mankind shall see the salvation of God.

mailto:stmarysbrigg@gmail.com

