
Saturday 2nd October: Memorial of Our Guardian Angels.

Meditation on the Guardian Angels, Pope St. John XXIII, October 2, 1959:

According to the teaching of the Roman Catechism, we must remember how admirable was
the intention of divine Providence in entrusting to the angels the mission of watching over all
mankind, and over individual human beings, lest they should fall victims to the grave dangers
which they encounter. In this earthly life, when children have to make their way along a path
beset with obstacles and snares, their fathers take care to call upon the help of those who can
look after them and come to their aid in adversity. In the same way our Father in heaven has
charged his angels to come to our assistance during our earthly journey which leads us to our

blessed fatherland, so that, protected by the angels’ help and care, we may avoid the snares upon our path, subdue our
passions and, under this angelic guidance, follow always the straight and sure road which leads to Paradise. Every one of
us is entrusted to the care of an angel. That is why we must have a lively and profound devotion to our own Guardian
Angel, and why we should often and trustfully repeat the dear prayer we were taught in the days of our childhood. May we
never fail in this devotion to the angels! During our earthly pilgrimage we may often run the risk of having to face the
natural elements in turmoil, or the wrath of men who may seek to do us harm. But our Guardian Angel is always present.
Let us never forget him and always remember to pray to him.

Saturday 9th October: The Feast of St John, Cardinal, Henry Newman.

 

Sometimes  the  negative  forces  at  work  within  the  Church,  and  in  the  world,  can  seem  so  much  bigger  than
individuals, or indeed the entire Body of the Church, are capable of withstanding. However, if we look at the major
battles of Newman’s life, we see the life of a man who fought for things he believed in, seemingly regardless of the
scale of the struggle…..These were all huge challenges that were massively counter cultural. What was it that gave
Newman the strength through his decades of pursuing the truth? The knowledge that The Church was founded by
Jesus Christ, and whether the struggles are within or without, Satan and her other enemies will not prevail against
The Church. The Church, is built according to God’s own plan and design. We as individuals, and those who gather
as one, around the Altar, at the centre of every parish, are part of that plan. He wrote on his/our Mission in Life:

“God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has committed some work to me which He has not committed
to another. I have my mission. I may never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next. I am a link in a chain, a bond
of connection between persons. He has not created me for naught. I shall do good; I shall do His work. I shall be an angel
of peace, a preacher of truth in my own place, while not intending it if I do but keep His commandments. Therefore, I will
trust Him, whatever I am, I can never be thrown away. If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve Him, in perplexity, my
perplexity may serve Him. If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him. He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is
about. He may take away my friends. He may throw me among strangers. He may make me feel desolate, make my
spirits sink, hide my future from me. Still, He knows what He is about.”

Cardinal Newman concluded his address as a newly appointed cardinal with these words on courage  :. “Such is the
state of things in England, and it is well  that it should be realised by all  of us; but it must not be supposed for a
moment that I am afraid of it. I lament it deeply, because I foresee that it may be the ruin of many souls; but I have no
fear at all that it really can do aught of serious harm to the Word of God, to Holy Church, to our Almighty King, the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, Faithful and True, or to His Vicar on earth. Christianity has been too often in what seemed
deadly peril, that we should fear for it any new trial now. So far is certain; on the other hand, what is uncertain, and in
these great contests commonly is uncertain, and what is commonly a great surprise, when it  is witnessed, is the
particular mode by which, in the event, Providence rescues and saves His elect inheritance. Sometimes our enemy is
turned into a friend; sometimes he is despoiled of that special virulence of evil which was so threatening; sometimes
he falls to pieces of himself; sometimes he does just so much as is beneficial, and then is removed. Commonly the
Church has nothing more to do than to go on in her own proper duties, in confidence and peace; to stand still and to
see the salvation of God.”




